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M
any

dream
s

are
m

ade
w

hile
w

atching
a

roaring
fire

on
a

cold
day.Fireplaces

and
w

ood
buriiing

stoves
can

provide
you

w
ith

econom
ical heat

and
a

relaxed
atlitosphere

during
those

cold
days. flow

ever
w

hen
those

popularheating
devices

are
notproperly

m
aintained,

they
can

be
a

source
ofdanger

avid
possible

disaster
resulting

in
a

chim
ney

fire.M
ore

than
one-third

ofA
m

ericans
use

fireplaces, w
oodstoves, and

other
fuel-fired

appliances
as

prililary
heat

sources
in

their
hom

e, yetitis
estiniated

that lessthan
2

0
of A

m
erican

hom
eow

ners
realize

the
im

portavice
of

regular chim
ney

m
aintenance.

to
understand

w
hat causes

a
chim

ney
fire,you

m
ust realize

that w
hen

w
ood

is
burned,it gives

off creosote, tars,and
resins.

These
products

ofincom
plete

com
bustion

collectin
the

flue
liner and

if allow
ed

to
build

up, they
w

ill eventually
ignite. C

reosote
ignites

at451°F
(about the

sam
e

burning
pointas

paper)and
can

quickly
becom

e
a

raging
2100°F

inferno. In
fact,heating

fires
account for

ofresidential hom
e

fires
in

ruralareas
every

year
Pont let yourdream

s
go

up
in

sm
oke, follow

these
im

portant fire
safety

tipsl

flat.)

•
C

heck
your

flue
regularly

for
any

obstructions
such

as
squirrel

or
bird

nests,
debris,

etc.

•
D

on’t
pile

on
th

e
w

ood
and

sm
other

th
e

fire
because

th
at

causes
creosote

to
build

up
in

your
stove

and
chim

ney.
R

em
em

ber,
high

flam
es

burning
hot

w
ill

burn
cleanly!

•
W

oodstoves
should

be
at

least
36”

from
unprotected
com

bustible
m

aterials.

•
A

lw
ays

use
a

fireplace
screen

or
glass

doors.
N

ever
keep

your
w

ood
burning

stove
door

open
unless

you
have

a
screen

or
glass

door
as

a
back-up.

•
K

eep
th

e
area

around
th

e
hearth

clear
of

debris,
decorations,

and
flam

m
able

m
aterials.

•
K

eep
your

fireplace
and

chim
ney

in
good

condition.
C

heck
your

chim
ney

for
cracks

and
loose

m
ortar

or
bricks.

H
ave

any
problem

s
fixed

before
using

your
fireplace

or
stove.

I
N

ever
leave

a
fire

in
your

fireplace
u

n
atten

d
ed

.
M

ake
sure

th
e

fire
is

extinguished
before

going
to

bed.

•
B

efore
starting

a
fire

in
your

w
oodstove

or
fireplace,

be
sure

th
e

draft
is

open
w

ide.
T

his
allow

s
proper

ventilation
for

your
fire.

I
Y

our
fireplaces

should
never

be
used

for
burning

garbage,
C

hristm
as

trees,
piles

of
paper,

or
building

scraps.

1
•

Install
a

spark
shield/arrestor

or
w

ire
basket

on
to

p
of

your
chim

ney.
T

he
chim

ney
should

rise
at

least
tw

o
feet

higher
th

an
th

e
roof

peak
or

any
tall,

nearby
objects.

(A
dd

an
o
th

er
foot

if
your

roof
is

flat
or

nearly

4
E

J
A


